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Juab County Resource Assessment: Executive Summary

Natural Resource Priorities and Concerns

The Juab Conservation District has identified five natural resource
priorities and concerns. These priorities receive special emphasis be-
cause of their immediate significance to Juab County.

Improve water quality, quantity, and irrigation efficiency.
Improve rangelands.

Control and/or eradicate invasive plants and weeds.
Reduce the erosion of soil by wind and/or water.
Adequate marketing for agricultural products.

aprONPE

Juab CD Supervisors: Roy McPherson, Marty Pal mer, David
Shepherd, Gordon Young, Tom Goble, Jessica Shepherd

(clerk), and Lars Rasmussen

Why a Resource Assessment?

The Juab Conservation District has developed this resource
assessment with the goal that conservation efforts in the coun-
ty address the most important local resource needs. This re-
port identifies natural and social resources present in Juab
County and details specific areas of concern. Local, state, and
regional entities can use this assessment to develop county
resource management plan target conservation assis-

tance needs.

We recognize that all who could have provided information
may not have had the opportunityis document is dynamic
and will be updated as additional information is available.

Your comments are requested:

Juab Conservation District
340 North 600 East
Richfield, Utah 84701

4358968566

( NRCS) .

General Resource Observations

Natural and social resources are categorized as soil, water, air, plants
animals, and humans (SWAPA + H). This assessment describes the
general condition of these resources and highlights additional con-
cerns in each category. As opportunities become available to address
these issues, and as circumstances change, their emphasis should be
elevated accordingly.



Introduction

The Conservation District Movement

The Dust Bowl of the 193C
national programs for conserving soil and water resourc
in the United States. On April 27, 1935, Congress decla
soil erosion O0a national
Erosion Service. Since then, the agency has changed t«
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). In M
of 1936, farmers were allowed to set up their own distric
to direct soil conservation practices. Today, Utah has 3t
conservation districts.

Conservation Progress

Since the organization of the Juab Conservation District
1944, great strides have been made toward increasing
sustaining natural resources in Juab County. The Distric
provides assistance to farmers in soil and water conser:
tion and improved land use.

Public Outreach

In 2008, the Juab Conservation District conducted a sut
vey to find out how other
resources and what conservation issues were most pre:
in% g%Speo dents igc“c%ted that the issues of highest cc
cern‘were: 1) improved irrigation water management, 2)
improved range and grazing lands, 3) controlled invasiv
species and noxious weeds, 4) reduced soil erosion by
wind and water, and 5) increased agricultural sustainab

) f
1e S
A great Aroll ero moves acr
during the Dust Bowl
Iral

NPenloda .o by Ral ph Wal bec
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Juab County Overview

Background and Landownership

Juab County was formed in 1852, including portions oolfewehlatpliasi |
size of the county was reduced in 1854 and 1856, along with various other changes through the years, until the eereesebdrdeffirst real
settlement came in 1851, when Mormon pioneers settled Nephi. They relied mainly on agriculture for their livelihaiddst, lgd86€opper,

and other precious metals were discovered in the Tintic region. Many mining towns, such as Diamond, Silver CityerrfdrEngekhuring

this era. By 1899, Juab County was considered to be one of the richest mining districts in the entire nation.

Juab County is located in weestitral Utah and extends westward from the mountains of the Uintah National Forest, neardhtheesiate, to
the arid desert lands on the Nevada border. At its narrowest point, Juab County is 125 miles long and 25 milesnydeo\eral2(183,681
acres (3,412 square miles). Of that, 1,569,966 acres are federally owned, with the BLM covering 1,442,917 aemsiseticoriegtl®9,917
acres, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife covering the remaining 17,992 acres. State lands cover 178,526 acres, babrZfnas® deeeGoshute
Reservation. There are approximately 382,144 acres of private land, of which 9,819 acres are in road andfraibgeacheghtorporated cit-
ies of Nephi (1962.2 acres), Mona (763.2 acres), Eureka (550.3 acres), and Levan (484.3 acres) comprise the noted acres.

The Juab Conservation District is located in Juab County and part of Sanpete County. It covers practically all ofrdunalth€duenada border
to the Wasatch Mountains. Also included are those parts of Sanpete County, 19,125 acres, which drain westwardyinibd ypaitiGowoft
Juab County, 1, 919 acres, that drains east into Sanpete County is not included in the district.

Land Ownership

f | Private

Land Ownership in Juab County

Goshute Tribe

- Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

Utah School and Institutional Trust Land

- Utah State Parks and Recreation

US Bureau of Land Management
- US BLM National Recreation Area
- US Fish and Wildlife Service
- US Forest Service
EI US Forest Service (Private Inholding)
‘:I US Forest Service (State Inholding)
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US Forest Service Wilderness Area

|:| Lake, pond or reservoir

River or stream

Major road
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